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Surfrider welcomes the adoption by the European 
Parliament of a marine litter reduction target at EU 

level   

 

Today, on 14 March, Members of the European Parliament in plenary session in 

Strasbourg adopted on first reading a marine litter reduction target in the 

framework of the review of the "waste package", part of the European 

Commission measures to facilitate Europe's transition to a circular economy. 

  

Today's vote is a major step forward in the fight against pollution of aquatic 

environments -especially rivers, seas, the ocean- and of our coasts. Millions 

of tons of waste end up every day in our seas and oceans. Marine litter causes 

the death of thousands of marine mammals and costs hundreds of millions of 

euros per year. Marine litter eventually affects the resilience capacity of our 

Ocean. 

Surfrider welcomes the adoption and inclusion of a marine litter reduction 

target in EU law, a long-standing demand for Surfrider Foundation Europe. 

This objective is vital if the European Union’ambition is really to achieve the 

objectives it has committed to at European level to achieve the good 

environmental status of European marine waters by 2020 and the objectives to 

which it has subscribed under the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Program for 2030. 

The package voted today also introduces necessary measures Surfrider has been 

asking for on prevention, re-use, marine litter quantification and recycling, such as 
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the obligation to quantify marine litter according to a harmonized protocol and a 

recycling target for waste and plastics revised upwards. 

 

Surfrider will intensify its advocacy efforts with the European institutions on 

the occasion of the negotiations on the waste package which are starting today 

with Parliament's vote, to make this target concrete and binding. Plastic, 

especially with a view to the adoption of a European plastic strategy by the end of 

the year, will be the subject of specific recommendations. 

Plastics, which alone accounts for up to 80% of the litter found on the coast and in 

aquatic environments, as confirmed by our Ocean Initiatives' latest environmental 

report, is the first predator in the Oceans. In all forms - plastic packaging, 

disposable plastic bottles, single use plastic items, plastic microbeads, plastic is 

present in the environment and affects the ecosystems but also the food chain. 

 

This year, Surfrider will pay particular attention to the problem of plastic 

bottles and today publishes a first report you will find attached, as part of its 

#ResetyourBottle campaign.  

If you would like to find out more about Surfrider, please visit our webpage: 
 

www.surfrider.eu 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 

       

  
 

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

Surfrider Foundation Europe est une association environnementale loi 1901 créée en 1990 en France 

(Biarritz). Elle s’est dotée, au cours de son existence, de réelles expertises dans les domaines de la 

recherche, de l’action locale, ainsi que dans la création et la diffusion d’outils pédagogiques. Elle 

rassemble aujourd’hui un réseau de 700 bénévoles, 10 500 adhérents et 120 000 sympathisants autour 

d’une quarantaine d’antennes locales, actives dans douze pays d’Europe. En savoir plus 

: www.surfrider.eu 
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